Relocatable Gianturco expandable metallic stents.
The authors modified Gianturco expandable metallic stents to make them relocatable. Two tandem designs were made. The first design had long struts and, thus, more evenly distributed expansive force; the second had short struts and more flexibility and was better suited for use in curved strictures. Both designs (two to four in tandem, 0.012-, 0.014-, and 0.018-inch wire) were tested successfully in vitro, and both designs (two to four in tandem, 0.012-inch wire) were successfully placed, retrieved, and relocated in the inferior vena cava of five dogs.